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Joseph El-Hourany Exhibition: The Joy of
Carving Memories on Wood

Monday, 5 April, 2021 - 10:15

Wooden sculptures depicting faces on display at Joseph El-Hourany's exhibition.

Beirut - Vivianne Haddad

Woodcarving is one of the oldest and most ancient art
forms. The variety of types and color of wood allow artists to
create sculptures that directly reflect nature’s beauty. This
kind of art employs a multitude of different wood types, such
as ebony, boxwood with their bluish color, and jujube,
known for its red color. Artists also often use walnut wood

and forest trees that have beautiful veiny patterns.

Joseph El-Hourany is one of the few Lebanese artists to turn
to wood to express his ideas. He is a university professor, an

architect and holds postgraduate degrees (MA) in
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Philosophy and Musicology.

Hourany is displaying artwork he had created between 1995
and 2020 in an exhibition hosted by Beirut’s Saleh Barakat
Gallery.

The exhibition includes unusual sculptures of faces and
bodies without organs and vice versa. In an interview with
Asharq Al-Awsat, Hourany said: “Whenever the sculpture
contains compositional details, it loses its poetic feel. Hence,
I had the difficult challenge of making an art exhibition
based on breaking the rules of composition when

highlighting the idea of each sculpture.

Hourany’s exhibition is not intended to be a celebration of
commercial artworks. Instead, he wants it to be a space for
contemplation and intellectual provocation. “I do not usually
improvise my sculptures, as I always make plans for my
designs and then implement them. My sculptures are neither
symbolic nor abstract, and my primary concern when
designing them was to satisfy my aspirations and take this

form of art to vast, unprecedented horizons.”

Hourany believes that it is very easy to please people through
traditional, easy-to-understand works and difficult to appeal
to them through unusual artistic experiences. He reckons
that this created a challenge for him, saying: “I have always
tried to steer away from superficial artworks that only serve
as a piece of decor befitting a living room, so I sought an art

form that doesn’t focus on aesthetics.”

Many people were drawn to the complexity of Hourany’s
artwork at the exhibition. He commented: “There are people
who found it hard to interpret my sculptures because they
see them as complicated, but many were drawn to my
artwork and went on to purchase them without hesitation,

which was surprising given these uncertain times.”
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Regarding the sculptures which allude to human organs that
Hourany has carved, he said: “I am not a conventional artist,
and I'm always on the lookout for new challenges. I
presented the human guts, liver, kidney and heart in
disjointed sculptures, which reflect their importance in a
manner we cannot sense in real life. Some people did not
find the way in which the sculptures were installed
appealing, while others saw it as a healthy artistic expression

that took their minds out of the conventional

In addition to having held exhibitions in many countries and
cities, like Canada and Boston, Hourany today is putting his
sculptures on display at Art Dubai. He concluded: “It took
me a long time to find my artistic niche. I chose to integrate
my engineering ideas within an art form that combines both
science and culture. For me, it has been a grueling process
that resulted in about 1,000 wooden sculptures, of which I

displayed nearly 100 today”

Related News

Giant Tooth of Ancient e’l"'eu'-in Alps (/home
artlc

Smerd ]16)8596@5@8};;&33% 00 —ancfg:ln r}%gr{.ﬁ t%%‘f)t gc ‘s’c%eereé SPps)

https://english.aawsat.com/home/article/2901276/joseph-el-hour...

4/28/22,1:01 PM



Joseph El-Hourany Exhibition: The Joy of Carving Memories o...

4 0of 7

ran : iF K { : tvent
( ome/article/36 36/ rance a sma - oma 0€s- causes scare macron-

\g/h(t)}ne/artlcle/3615986/france ag-small-tomatoes-causes-scare-

Dutch Celebrate First King’s Day Holiday without COVID Curbs Since
2019 (/home/article/3615446/dutch-celebrate-first-king%E2%80%99s-

A 'Da Vinci of Violins' Goes Up for Auction in France (/home/article

/3615371/da-vinci-violins-goes-auction-france)

Scientists Develop Miniature Heart to Test New Therapeutics (/home
/article/3614971/scientists-develop-miniature-heart-test-new-

Sotheby’s Celebrates Queen Elizabeth’s Jubilee with Exhibition of Royal
Portraits (/home/article/3614936/sotheby%E2%80%99s-celebrates-

Corgis and Cars: Queen’s Pageant to Be Parade of the People (/home
/article/3614001/corgis-and-cars-queen%E2%80%99s-pageant-be-

Coftee, Tea and Nagging at Japan’s Anti-procrastination Cafe (/home
/article/3613331/coffee-tea-and-nagging-japan%E2%80%99s-anti-

Crew of First Private Flight to ISS Return to Earth (/home/article
/3613211/crew-first-private-flight-iss-return-earth)

Train Converted into Boutique Hotel in Heart of South African Savanna

(/home/article/3613101/train-converted-boutique-hotel-heart-south-

Scientists Create Perfect Yeast-Free Pizza (/home/article/3612911

/scientists-create-perfect-yeast-free-pizza)

https://english.aawsat.com/home/article/2901276/joseph-el-hour...

4/28/22,1:01 PM



Joseph El-Hourany Exhibition: The Joy of Carving Memories o... https://english.aawsat.com/home/article/2901276/joseph-el-hour...

Our Newsletter }V{

Click here to subscribe to our free newsletter

;

Most Read

Jh Israel Convicts 7 over Wedding Where Murdered Palestinian Baby Was Mocked
(

ome/article/3615421/israel-convicts-7-over-wedding-where-murdered-palestinian-baby-was-

% Chairman of Yemen Presidential Leadership Council Arrives in Jeddah

ome/article/3615966/chairman-yemen-presidential-leadership-council-arrives-jeddah)

Iraq Starts Drilling 20 Oil Wells
énome/ article/3615356/iraq-starts-drilling-20-oil-wells)

4: Kuwait Condemns Statements by Iraqi MP
(

ome/article/3615971/kuwait-condemns-statements-iraqi-mp)

é‘ Israeli PM Applauds Thwarting of Arms Smuggling from South Lebanon, Vows to Respond

ome/article/3615426/israeli-pm-applauds-thwarting-arms-smuggling-south-lebanon-vows-

Editor Picks

Iran-Pakistan Ties on Brink after Khan's Head of Yemen Reconciliation Commission

Ouster to Asharq Al-Awsat: We Are Keen on Peace,
(/home/article/3613411/iran-pakistan-ties- (/ home/article/3612821/ head-yemen-
brink-after-khans-ouster) reconciliation-commission-asharg-al-awsat-we-

Sof7 4/28/22,1:01 PM



Joseph El-Hourany Exhibition: The Joy of Carving Memories o... https://english.aawsat.com/home/article/2901276/joseph-el-hour...

are-keen-peace) ve—— e
Last-Minute Dispute Leads to Delay of First W the Grips of O \ngismll(/home
Flight as Part of Yemen Truce (/home/article /article/ 79l/yemen—gri'ﬁ-optimism)

=1 el |
Riyadh to Host First Int'l Conference on Al, New Demographics Alter Syria's Identity

Cloud Computing in May (/home/article /l‘t)me/artlcle/ 3600136/new-demographics-

Mitsubishi to Transfer Hydrogen
Technology, Ammonia, High-Efficiency

Nissan: Dynamism of Saudi, UAE Markets a
Key Factor for Company’s Regional Growth

Turkey and the Lesser of Two Evils in Syria

(/home/article/3611566/turkey-and-lesser-two-

Mult1med1a (https //english.aamisatigom
edia)

3540-1651048540021688300.jpg)

Saudi Arabia, Kyrgyzstan to Sign 30

Cooperation Agreements During President's

(/home/ article/3611326/saudi-arabia-
kyrgyzstan-sign-30-cooperation-agreements-

during-presidents-visit)

(/sites/default/files/2022/04/28/20220427t225800-1651089480254964800.jpg)

(/mdefault/ﬁles/Zoz2/04/28/20220427t230800—1651090080024989800.jpg)

6 of 7 4/28/22,1:01 PM



Joseph El-Hourany Exhibition: The Joy of Carving Memories o... https://english.aawsat.com/home/article/2901276/joseph-el-hour...

(/sites/default/files/2022/04/28/20220427t235520-1651092920035265400.jpg)

f (https://www.facebook.com/asharqalawsat.e) y (https://twitter.com/aawsat_eng)

Distribution (http: //www.saudidistribution.com/en) |

Privacy policy (https: //english.aawsat.com /home /page /1005511) |
Submissions (https: //english.aawsat.com/home /page /1006321) |
Terms of use (https: //english.aawsat.com/home /page/987341)

Copyright: 1978 - 2020 © H H Saudi Research and Marketing LTD, All Rights Reserved And subject to Terms of Use

Agreement

7of 7 4/28/22,1:01 PM



