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Nasser Hussein paints in earthy yellows and browns and slightly cooler grays. Shades of almond,
ecru, bistre, beaver, chocolate, russet, rust, sand, liver, taupe, walnut, and slate gray, with
occasional dashes of citron produce a warmth in tone which belies the detachment in subject
matter.

The human figures Hussein paints are faceless and anonymous; distant — almost aloof. Captured
off-guard (as if by a camera) in peripheral moments of the everyday, time moves, though slowly. The
mise-en-scéne is left bare, though architectural features slip through: mattresses, mirrors, ceiling
fans, a staircase and its railing. Sometimes dressed but often unclothed, the figures are caught
alone in absurd moments of imaginary identification or utter stultification: lingering, staring into the
void of their own mirror reflections, standing wistfully, haplessly sprawling. Across several
paintings, they appear, both head and body, within the frame of a mirror or a pocket portrait, lost
within the simulacrum’

There is a temptation to read Hussein's painting, autobiographically, as reflective of his exilic
situation in Germany: the Syrian artist finds himself in a strange place away from his community.
Avoiding clichéd reductions of the artist's position as an unmarked ‘other’ in relation to his
\ surroundings, one might hazard to contend that Hussein is depicting a more generalized condition
: for which his personal circumstances are not the determining factor. Quite opposite to the adage
“the personal is political,’ here Hussein's impersonal and yet fragile figures ae estranged not only

5 from each other’ but also from themselves to the point of non-identity’

Produced with acrylics and watercolors, Hussein's surface appears powdery and matte; flat,
though perspectival space is maintained so that the lone figure in each painting appears to exist in
a vacuum — a self-enclosed world in which human activity is denaturalized and mirrored back to us.

Natasha Gasparian

Beirut, 2018
150 x 160 cm
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80 x 100 cm
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Acrylic on canvas

2017 -2018

140 x 140 cm
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70 x 70 cm - 70 % 70 cm
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70 x 70 cm . ' ' ' 160 x 150 cm
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50 x 95 cm
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40 x 40 cm ] 40 x40 cm
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50 x 65 cm . 50 x 65 cm
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40 x 40 cm 120 x 120 cm
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About the Artist

Born 1971 Aleppo, Syria

2004 — 2006 Disseldorf Academy of Art, Germany (with Prof. Siegfried Anzinger)
2002 — 2006 Scholarship from KAAD (Katholischer Akademischer Auslander-Dienst)
2003 — 2004 Siegen University, Germany (with Prof. Daniel Hees)

1997 Graduated from Faculty of Fine Art, Damascus, Syria

Lives and works in Berlin since 2012

SOLO EXHIBITIONS

2018 Pier Boulez Saal, Berlin, Germany

2015 Karim Gallery, Amman, Jordan

2008 Karim Gallery, Amman, Jordan

2008 Atassi Gallery, Damascus, Syria

2004 Culture Department of Bonn, Germany
2004 Museum of Bad Berleburg, Germany
2001 Ishtar Gallery, Damascus, Syria

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2017 Art-Lab Berlin at iPhonedoctor, Berlin, Germany

2017 Town Hall, Bremen, Germany

2016 Hilbert Raum, Berlin, Germany

2016 Villa Ichon, Bremen, Germany

2013 A group of Syrian artists, Meem Gallery, Dubai, UAE
2012 A group of Syrian artists, Tanit Gallery, Beirut, Lebanon
2011 A group of Syrian artists,Mashrabia Gallery, Cairo, Egypt
2001 Cairo Biennial, Egypt

2001 Lattakia Biennial, Syria

Participated in many other group exhibitions in Aleppo, Damascus, Amman, Istanbul, Bonn, KélIn, Dusseldorf
and Brussels.

50x 95 cm

NASSIRTIUSSHN 23

m
RO R ey S——

© Christian V. Steffelin



© Agial Art Gallery - All rights reserved
Design by Carol Chehab

Photography by Christian V. Steffelin
Printed by Salim Dabbous Printing Co. sarl
10 January, 2019

Beirut | Lebanon

www.agialart.com | info@agialart.com

@ @agialgallery

f Agial Art Gallery
¥ @AgialArt

P Agial Art Gallery



